Award-Winning
Land-Tech Enterprises

customizes your dream view.
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By Pattie Krudowski

s an eleven year old cutting lawns in his Upper Dublin

neighborhood, Mark Stein was just getting started.

Even then, this go-getter knew what it took to build
a business, establishing a loyal customer base through his high
school years and developing industry contacts while working
for his father’s land clearing business in Bucks County.

It’s no surprise that Mark is now the CEO of Land-Tech
Enterprises, a thriving full-service landscape company serv-
ing Southeastern PA & NJ. Founded in 1989 with his wife
Jackie, Land-Tech’s focus was on erosion/soil control and
landscape installation. Since then, the Land-Tech team has
also developed an expertise in designing and building outdoor
living spaces. What distinguishes Land-Tech Enterprises as
best-in-class is their dedication for creating custom spaces as
intricate or simple as their clients wish. Designs are not made
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just to fit the space, but are crafted to fit the unique lifestyle of
the families that will utilize the space. Land-Tech promotes
the enjoyment of outdoor environments with tailored instal-
lations that are beautifully built.

Whether you know exactly what you want, or need profes-
sional guidance to see the possibilities, the experts at Land-
Tech provide the top-notch service of a small community
business, with the resources and expertise of an established
company. “Our customers have the advantage of being as-
signed a project manager, who will see their project through,
from beginning to end,” says Stein.

Their projects run a broad spectrum, from budget con-
scious requests to “sprucing up the landscaping” to planning,
designing and building a lush horticultural escape. What-
ever the request, customer satisfaction and aesthetic appeal
are the goals. The fact that 95% of their clients are repeat
customers speaks to their commitment to exceed expecta-
tions. The Land-Tech team can help you create your unique
space including patios, swimming pools, cabanas, pool hous-
es, outdoor kitchens, custom decks, perennial gardens, and
much more.

The company employs certified horticulturists, skilled
craftsmen and experienced stone masons who provide a co-
ordinated, team approach for each project. The uniformed
team members are part of the professional experience Land-
Tech affords every client. After your project is complete,
Land-Tech strives to continue the relationship with a wide
range of services available to maintain your beautiful new
space, year after year.

Land -Tech Enterprises has strategic locations in Bucks
County, Lehigh Valley, West Chester and New Jersey to ac-
commodate clients in the tri-state area. If you're interested in
enhancing your vacation home at the shore or in the Poconos,
they can easily accommodate your vision. In Bucks County
feel free to drop by their retail nursery for some quick land-
scape solutions or to see samples of their work through the
design/build center.

Land-Tech has won numerous awards for their design/
build work. Recently in 2011, the Pennsylvania Landscape
and Nursery Association, (PLNA), presented the company
with Awards of Excellence in Residential Hardscape Instal-
lation & Maintenance. “The passion of our designers is dis-
played in each and every detail.”

To learn more about Land-Tech Enterprises, visit their
website at www.landtechenterprises.com or contact the
Residential Manager, (Bruno Morganheira), directly at
800-288-7372. (3084 B. Bristol Road, Warrington, PA
18976)
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Planting Your
Vegetable Garden

Preparing the Soil

Putting some extra effort into preparing your
beds before planting will save you a lot of time and
effort in the future. Dig the bed up to break up
compacted soil (this will help with drainage) and
removing rocks and weeds as you go. Try to pull out
as much of the weed roots as possible so that they
will not come back to haunt you later. This is also a
good time to amend your soil.

Companion Plants in the Vegetable Garden
There are some plants that, when planted close
together, will benefit each other. Likewise, there are
certain combinations of plants that will inhibit the
growth of one or both types of plants. Here are a
few combinations to avoid:
* Potatoes — inhibit growth of tomatoes and squash
* Beans — inhibit growth of onions
* Broccoli — inhibits growth of tomatoes
¢ Carrots — inhibit growth of dill
This isn'’t to say that you can’t grow these plants
together in the same garden, just don't grow them
right next to each other.

Watering

Vegetables need a bit of extra care when it comes
to watering. Consistent watering will produce suc-
cessful results. If you have a large garden, you may
want to consider a soaker hose. This will ensure
that your plants get an even watering without get-
ting the leaves wet and all you have to do is remem-
ber to turn on the house.

Rotating Crops

Assuming that you plan to grow vegetables more
than one year, it is important that you rotate your
crops. Crop rotation prevents building diseases up
in the soil and preserves micro-nutrients. Rotating
is not very difficult, but does take a little advance
planning as well as a basic knowledge of the veg-
etable families. Vegetables are broken down into
basic family groups. These groups should be rotated
together as they use soil in similar ways and share
similar pests.
* Alliums
Include Onions, Garlic, Scallions, Shallots, and
Leeks.
* Brassicas
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Include Broccoli, Cauliflower, Cabbage, Brussels

Sprouts, and Kale.

* Crucifers

Include Turnips, Radishes, Rutabaga, and Collards.

* Cucurbits

Include Cucumbers, Squashes (from zucchini to

pumpkin), and Melons.

* Legumes

Include Peas and Beans.

* Mescluns

Include Arugula, Swiss Chard, Chicory, Endive,

Escarole, and Radiccio.

* Solanaceae

Include Tomatoes, Peppers, and Eggplant.
Perennial vegetables such as Asparagus, Rhubarb

and Artichokes should not be rotated and there-

fore should be planted separately. The rest (most

vegetables are hardy or semi-hardy annuals) should

be rotated every year on a four year plan (so that

the same family of vegetables is not planted in the

same location within four years). This is easy to ac-

commodate if you have planted four beds for your

rotating plants and one bed for your non-rotating

perennials. See where that advanced planning starts

to come in handy?

Timing

How many times have you had a co-worker or
friend arrive at your home or office with bags full
of zucchini or cucumbers? If you plant all your veg-
etables at the same time, everything will come to
maturity at the same time. The solution is to con-
tinually plant small amounts of short-season veg-
etables throughout the growing season. That way,
you can enjoy your vegetables all summer long and
not be inundated by them all at once.

Vegetable Container Gardens

Vegetables that thrive when planted in contain-
ers include: tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, carrots,
chard, lettuce, beans, peas, and cucumbers.

Ornamental Vegetables

Who says that vegetable gardens are homely?
There are many vegetables that, in addition to tast-
ing good, are also very attractive. These include:
sweet peas, French (green) beans, runner beans, en-
dive, kale, red cabbage, and ruby chard.

Vegetable gardening can be great fun and it is
truly rewarding to enjoy delicious food from your
own garden. With these basics tips, you are well on
your way. Enjoy!

Source: www. helpfulgardener.com/vegetable/2003/vegetable. htm!
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aa01 Successful Outdoor Parties

ntertaining outdoors can seem like a tall order,
E especially if youre trying to create an elegant
yet ecologically-minded experience for your
guests. But it doesn’t have to be! Innovative products,
many made from plastics, help make outdoor enter-

taining easier than ever. Below are three top tips for
making sure your outdoor party is a memorable one!

The Right Grilling Tools

Outdoor grilling essentials include silicone plastic bast-
ing brushes for applying marinades and sauces, heat-
resistant silicone grilling mitts to protect hands and
arms from heat and flames, and shatter-resistant plas-
tic containers with lids for sauces, marinades and dips.
Lightweight plastic trays and platters come in all sorts
of creative designs and make it easier transport food
to and from the grill. And if you accidentally drop a
plastic tray, you won't have to deal with glass or ceramic
shards and splinters.

Sophisticated Serving Pieces & Table Settings

Planning a perfect outdoor party means making things
as beautiful and easy as possible. Sophisticated plastic
serving pieces and table settings are perfect for any type
of outdoor party since they are lightweight and shatter-

resistant. For a more formal outdoor soiree, look for
plastic pitchers, plates, flatware, serving pieces and even
stemware with elegant designs.

Plastic drink dispensers with the look of crystal are
a sophisticated way to serve refreshments at outdoor
parties. Since guests can serve themselves (without
fear of breaking a glass dispenser), there’s no need for a
hosted bar, which allows you to enjoy more time with
your guests.

Sustainable Party Planning

Recycling is an essential part of entertaining — both
indoors and outdoors. Make sure to place a labeled re-
cycling bin next to the trash bin to remind guests to
recycle at your next outdoor party. Depending on your
local recycling programs, plastic bottles, bags, wraps,
containers, cups, plates and cutlery can be recycled to
live a second life as decking, t-shirts, handy wine car-
riers, cutting boards, carpeting and even outdoor fur-
niture.

Happy entertaining!
Source: www.plasticsmakeitpossible.com
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Annuals « Perennials « Trees « Shrubs - Vegetables

Garden Art - Pottery « Statuary
Vera Bradley « Jewelry « Hats « Purses

Home Décor « Tabletop Accessories « Floral Arrangements
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Window:Shopping?
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ALL MAJOR BRANDS
Call FREE In-Home ESTIMATES

Window of Opportunity SAVE up to $1500 E You’ll Be Glad You Did!
Now through April 30th. =

Your Hometown Window & Door Store ¢ 215.646.3200 * 610.279.3905
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How to Select the Right Pool AT

hen you decide you are ready to build
a pool for your family to enjoy, how do
you know the right pool builder? Here

are some simple questions to ask yourself as you go
through this process.

1) How much experience does the company have in
building pools, especially in my area? Understand-
ing the history of a company is extremely important
especially when choosing a pool company. There are
plenty of one-truck companies out there willing to
dig a hole in your yard and fill it with water, but can
they stand behind the product? Building a pool is an
investment, and one that should be backed by years of
experience, excellent warranties and a company with
the financial strength to ensure your pool will be built
with the highest quality craftsmanship and materials.
Anthony & Sylvan Pools has been building pools for
nearly 70 years, and earned their reputation as being
one of the nation’s premier pool builders. Not only
that, but this is where they started building pools,
right here in the Delaware Valley and have been going
strong ever since.

2) What are the design options and limitations? Some
companies will show you drawings or photos and ask
you to pick the one you like best. But, there are never
any design limitations with Anthony & Sylvan Pools.
If you can dream it they can build it. They have built
thousands of pools in all shapes and sizes for families
throughout the area. Their professional design con-

sultants will guide you through every step of the pro-
cess to ensure that your pool has all of the features you
desire and the pool is exactly the way you imagined.

3) What about the maintenance of a pool, how will
I know what to do? Properly maintaining a pool has
gotten easier and easier over the years with the addi-
tion of water purifying systems, automatic pool clean-
ers, and higher-efficiency filters and pumps. Anthony
& Sylvan Pools has partnered with the leaders in the
industry to provide pool owners with state-of-the-art
options and equipment. Anthony & Sylvan Pools also
walks you through the maintenance of your pool and
provides you with a complete Pool Partner Guide and
Disk that you can refer to at any time.

4) Do you trust the design consultant and the com-
pany? As with any major purchase in your life, you
need to feel comfortable that you have made the right
decision. With more than 370,000 swimming pools
nationwide, Anthony & Sylvan Pools are confident
that your pool building experience will be second-to-
none. Their professionally trained design consultant,
project manager and construction team will assist you
and lead you through the entire process.

Contact your local Anthony &
Sylvan Pools at (877) 826-0365 or
www.anthonysylvan.com for more
information and to get started on
your dream pool.

POOLS

It's Where America Swims~

March | April 2012 Local Living



EXCEPTIONAL OUTDOOR FURNITURE
AT EXCEPTIONAL SAVIN-G-S———
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APRESE;GO SALE |
YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000600600¢

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 10%-20% OFF ————————

EVERYDAY DISCOUNTED PRICES OF 10%-65% OFF MSRP FURNISHINGS FROM:
EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS END APRIL 30, 2012.

ERWIN & SONS - PEAK SEASON
Be truly at home in your outdoor space with premium Dining & Deep Seating Outdoor Furniture.

Choose from an extensive selection of in-stock sets or special order now and enjoy for Memorial Day! GENSUN - RATANA - ALFRESCO
~Entire inventory on sale~ HANAMINT « TELESCOPE

ALU MONT - PRIDE/CASTELLE

M Bucks Countiy Gardens | o

SUMMER CLASSICS
1057 N. EASTON RD, DOYLESTOWN, PA | 215.766.7800 | BUCKSCOUNTRYGARDENS.COM | OPEN DAILY

COME (| BEFORE YOU COOK oUf

with Gas & Charcoal Grills

Q Q ’ Q SUMMIT® GRILL STATION
y ‘ < STAINLESS STEEL
18.5-INCH 225-INCH 26.75-INCH 22 INCH PERFORMER® PERFORMER® - LV

GOLD GOLD GOLD  PLATINUM TOUCH-N-GO™
MANY GAS & CHARCOAL GRILLS ON DISPLAY
GENESIS® EP-330™ GAS GRILL

3. Sear Station® Burner - maximize the heat without minimizing grilling space. i 2] | 2]
This high-powered sear burner is designed to step up the heat on demand for searing. ‘

4. Side Burner - a flush mounted side burner lets you multitask while grilling.

We Carry Wood
Chips & Chunks.
Replacement Parts for ﬂ/
Weber Grills - Accessories
& Covers.

el B P

GRATES & GRILLS, INC.
215.249.0182

105 S. Main St., Dublin, PA

(Between Quakertown & Doylestown on Rt. 313)
Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.
www.gratesandgrills.com
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Landscaping: Where to Start?

On Paper.

plan, take precise measurements of the areas of

your yard, and draw a sketch of your property.
Highlight in red areas with underground cables (with
the help of your local utility companies). Note which
areas are sunny and which are shady. Pay special at-
tention to problem areas: areas with poor drainage,
erosion problems, etc. As you set this information
down on paper, a clearer picture of what needs to be
done emerges.

Based on your sketch (particularly the location of
sunny or shady areas), research which plants will grow
best in the various areas of your property.

The next step -- again, to be carried out on paper
-- will be to include plants and hardscape features
(patios, walkways, etc.) in your sketch.

Why bother landscaping a piece of real estate
you've just bought?

Those who have just become homeowners for the
first time might want a good reason why they should
bother landscaping at all. The fact that landscaping
can raise real estate values may be a good enough rea-
son for many.

If enhanced enjoyment of your property through
landscaping is insufficient incentive, consider this:
landscaping enhancements can raise your real estate’s

I f you've decided to work on your own landscape

value by at least fifteen percent, according to many.

Should you hire a professional to work on your
landscaping and, if so, how do you go about hiring a
professional, such as a landscape designer?

Besides tree limbing, there are many other specialty
tasks for which you may want to hire professionals.
For instance, you may wish to hire an arborist to have
a prize tree pruned properly. “Limbing” and “pruning”
are entirely different operations. You may even want
to have a landscape architect or landscape designer to
re-do your entire landscape.

Some projects demand such highly specialized skills
that you have little choice but to hire professionals,
like installing a driveway for instance. Nonetheless,
you can still make an informed decision before hiring
someone by doing your homework.

The decision of do-it-yourself versus hiring land-
scape architects and other professionals largely de-
pends on your budget and personal tastes. Even many
people who can afford to hire a landscape architect
prefer to do the work themselves, because they find it
relaxing, challenging and satisfying.

Source: www. landscaping.about.com/ts

lazylandscaping/f/hire_architect.htm
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~ »Expert Certified Arborist
~*;  +Degreed Horticulturist

: » Family-owned and operated for 28 years
» Prompt and meticulous service
« Safe, skilled, and experienced crews

TREE AND LANDSCA - """"‘ « Reasonable rates
; SERVICES INC.—==—=

Doylestown (215) 348-5333 « Newtown (215) 953-9103 - Abington (215) 956-9990

Main Line (610) 525-8060 « Hopewell, NJ (609) 333-9606
www.WillowTreeService.com

OPINIONATED
PALATE
CATERING

'-‘t

.
Graduations, Rehearsal Dinners,Weddings, Cocktail Parties & Rellglous Events 1

215.803.6063 www.opinionatedpalate.com  chefBarySexton
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An event by:

Spring Family Festival
King Street & Burke Park - Malvern, PA 19355 | ¥, Backyard

150 Vendors - C@r‘:‘l:lr;i
Crafters, Jewelry, Food, and more! P

Kids Area with games & Moon Bounce Tim Furlong

i NBC Philadelphia “Foodies”

Antique & Hot Rod Car Show e liie

; Vinnie Caligiuri
3 Music Stages Food Network's
“Worst Cooks in America”
Proceeds benefit: | Agrearanges by

Teach Anti Bullying, Inc L $ Philadelphia Soul
. ]Vln g Cheerleaders

7 F

jalmarketing@yahoo.com

i..
. N !
)

i ‘ ;“ASL&

Breezg Hill Nurserg
215.249.9454

Corner of Upper Church & Broad St, Hilltown
www.BreezyHillGreenhouse.com
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Remarkable Remodels

by Karen Appold

remodeling project can be an overwhelming

endeavor. So much so, that many homeowners

put it off for years. The National Association
of the Remodeling Industry (NARI) seeks to connect
homeowners with professional, certified remodelers, so
they can confidently turn their dreams into realities.

NARI encompasses all tradesmen affiliated with
the remodeling industry, including carpenters, roofers,
electricians, and so forth. NARI prides itself on cer-
tifying industry professionals by offering educational
courses.

“By dealing with a certified NARI contractor, con-
sumers are taking the unknown out of the picture,” says
Michael Hydeck, CR, CKBR, president of National
NARI and president and owner of Hydeck Design
Build in Telford. Membership requires owning a busi-

ness for one year and having proper state licensure.
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NARI chapters get involved with community ser-
vice projects that may take a weekend or even several
months. Crews continue to head south to rebuild af-
ter Hurricane Katrina. National NARI works closely
with RenovatingHope, a charitable organization that
provides sustainable home needs to those in the armed
forces as well as veterans.

An ‘Entertaining’ Addition

Every year, NARI contractor members are invited to
compete for prestigious Contractor of the Year (CotY)
Awards, which demonstrate outstanding remodeling
projects in various categories and price ranges.

Among the 2012 award winners were DelChester
NARI chapter member CD Hall Builders of Ber-
wyn for a “Residential Addition Between $100,000-
$250,000” in Media. The homeowners desired an en-
larged, updated kitchen and dining area with modern



Photo courtesy of Master’s Design Build—Bob Graham Jr. Photography

CD Hall Builders—Alex Hall with CD Hall Builders

flair as well as an expanded outdoor area for entertain-
ing their growing extended family.

“We reconfigured the space for better traffic flow,” says
Alex Hall of CD Hall Builders. In order to achieve an
open floor plan, an oversized wood beam was installed
to adequately support the second floor. “We integrated
the beam ends into the cabinet design and accented the
beam with architectural lighting. In essence, a problem
became a focal point of architectural interest.”

The remodeled kitchen boasts a large island with a
granite top and oversized sink with Hansgrohe fau-
cet, perfect for preparing large meals. Extensive cherry
custom cabinets wrap the kitchen area and offer much
needed storage. Stainless steel appliances provide a
modern look.

Contemporary lighting hangs above the island and
recessed lights were installed elsewhere. A wet bar, per-
tect for parties, contains the same cabinetry as the rest
of the kitchen. It includes a wine cooler, bar sink, and
cabinets with glass doors.

French doors open to the adjoining outdoor area,
which CD Hall revamped for enhanced entertaining
during the warmer months. The deck was rebuilt us-
ing Azek Decking material, an outdoor custom bar was
installed, and a ground level masonry patio was added
for even more entertainment space.

In the finished project, plenty of natural light and
warm hues provide a welcoming space where guests en-
joy lingering for hours. Outdoors, multiple areas pro-
vide lots of additional room for seasonal activities.

A Sunroom for All Seasons

An entry by Master’s Design Build of
Hatfield captured the “Best Addition Un-
der $100,000” for both the Bucks-Mont
NARI chapter as well as the Northeast
region. The clients were preparing for re-
tirement and wanted to convert an existing
three-season sunroom into a four-season
conditioned sunroom. “They already spent
alot of time there and enjoyed pool views,”
explains Brian J. Martin, CR, CKBR,
president, Master’s Design Build, Hat-
field. The couple desired an open feel as
well as additional natural light in the adja-
cent family room. The house was due for a
new roof, so that was replaced along with
the addition’s new roof.

However, the project was almost can-
celled when it was determined that the
sunroom’s existing foundation was only
24 inches deep—12 inches shy of the re-
quired 36 inches. The homeowners were
unwilling to increase their budget by $10,000 to accom-
modate this requirement. Martin creatively suggested
using “Shallow Frost Protected Foundation” technology
not often used in the United States to overcome this
challenge and minimize the cost. Hatfield Township’s
code enforcement officer agreed to Martin’s proposal.
“We were thrilled that the officer was willing to listen
to an alternative way of doing something,” Martin says.

In order to match the sunroom’s exterior with the
home existing steel siding, Hardie fiber cement siding
that closely matches the wood grain of the existing sid-
ing was color matched by Sherwin Williams.

Several steps were taken to brighten the new sunroom
as well as provide generous lighting into the adjacent
family room. New windows extend 16 inches higher
than the originals and the patio door was replaced with
an eight-foot wide Jeld-Wen sliding door without grids.
Recessed lighting in the cathedral ceiling and a soaring
gable provide generous lighting and make the space ap-
pear even larger than its 225 square feet.

Finally, soothing hues on the walls, a tan ceramic
tile floor and decorative rugs set the stage for vibrant
furnishings to pop. The sunroom is both warm and re-
laxing, providing a space to enjoy every day of the year
whether it’s sunny or not.

Karen Appold is a fr eelance writer based in Ro yersford,
PA. Visit www. WriteNowServices.com.
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»é']LEYDON & Y
Landscaping Inc. " S ,

THIS YEAR, LOVE YOUR GREAT OUTDOORS.

Turning your open space into a wonderful, From an intimate garden room for that morning
outdoor livingroom means great times for cup of coffee to graceful patios for entertaining,
years to come. we’ll work closely with you to realize your dreams.

And it's never been easier when you Visit us at leydonlandscaping.com, or call our
work with the team of professionals at design team to discuss the magic you want

Leydon Landscaping. right outside your door.
SMARTPHONE TAG

215.794.3854 + HICPA # PA008983 - LEYDONLANDSCAPING.COM/OUTDOORS

GUTTER BUX-MONT
CLEANING ROOFING

* WITH NEW ROOF INSTALLATION

¢ FREE 30 YR. UPGRADE (D/MENSIONAL SHINGLES)
215.322.7400 ‘it

* FREE UNDERLAYMENT
" * FREE RIDGE VENTILATION
G“ ER nocTo * FREE PIPE COLLARS
LICENSE & INSURED PA 050067 * FREE WOOD REPLACEMENT (100 sa. FE€T)

¢ FREE GUTTER TUNEUP (L/IcENSED & INSURED - PA 050081

- 215-639-2666 ==
___':WE/\FREHEF FREE ESTIMATES

GUTTER & SIDING INSTALLATION
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Nothing brightens our lives like flowers and landscapes. Let us help you
create a beautiful home and garden this spring.

With landscape design, installation and maintenance to interior plants and
decor. We will turn the winter blues into spring Ohhhh's.

(215) 493-4226 \
1069 River Road L J

Washington Crossing, PA _ ST A —~
seasolnsgardencer:ter.com & [\ I / \\\( )I\L\

(S /A 15D I ENTEIS

ﬁ Sign up for weekly specials



"\\oou onl@ 5(;{ one chance to buil; _'

A lifetime of memorvies.

BUILD IT RIGHT. EP Henry's exceptional Hardscaping™
products feature an extensive palette of colors and
textures. As the only manufacturer that offers an
installation warranty in addition to a lifetime guarantee,
that means products that stand the test of time—and
help you make the most of every moment. LIVE LIFE.

Family owned. American made. For over 100 years,

the company to trust. W \ =
Start building your dream today. N = ¥ \

Call for your FREE INSPIRATION GUIDE. o CPHERRY. = }T \\‘\
1-888-41HENRY - www.ephenry.com/llm — —  PROJECTSERVIGE

FOUNDED 1903 €p HENRY IS HARDSCAPING™
®

Talwes Hat Endure





